MONSON FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 16, 2013


Present:
Bob Finnegan, Bob Margerison, Gerry Brayton, Christine Edwards, Jim Pennington, Peter Fimognari, William Dominguez, Maureen O'Sullivan, Brenda Payette (Administrative Assistant), Deborah Mahar (Town Accountant), Jeremy Bergstrom

Absent:
Kurt Kaiser, Hiliary Clough

The meeting was convened at 7:00pm

CORRESPONDENCE:

Letter from Ms. Mahar, Finance Director to the Assessor cc Finance Committee dated August 21, 2013.  A listing of actual cash receipts for the Town of Monson as of June 30, 2013.  Total: $1,357,951.89.

Memo from Ms. Mahar to Fire Chief, cc: Finance Committee dated August 29, 2013, re: Ambulance Account.

Memo from Ms. Mahar to Water and Sewer Dept. Superintendent, cc: Finance Committee dated August 29, 2013, re: Indirect Costs-Water Enterprise.

Memo from Ms. Mahar to Water and Sewer Dept. Superintendent, cc: Finance Committee dated August 29, 2013, re: Indirect Costs-Sewer Enterprise.

Memo from Ms. Mahar to Monson Board of Health, cc: Finance Committee dated August 21, 2013, re: Setting of Trash Rate.  Proposed 2014 rate-$250.00 per unit per year.

 Mr. Margerison asked Ms. Mahar if they get a rebate on recyclables?  Ms. Mahar said no, the trash rate already takes in account recyclables.

Article written September 10, 2013 titled State begins overhaul of EMS standards.

Expenditure Ledger start date 7/1/13 end date 7/31/13.

Monthly pool reports submitted from Parks and Recreation included:

Quarry Hill Community School-Pool Report for July 2013 – 31 day cycle.

Quarry Hill Community School-Pool Report for August 2013 – 31 day cycle.

Pool Revolving Fund Starting July 1, 2013 to September 10, 2013 

Report showing electricity for the pool.

Transaction report starting from 7/1/2013

Ms. Mahar handed out Fiscal 2014 Projections worksheet.  

Mr. Brayton asked about state assessments (cherry sheet) under Expenses figure of $363,469.00.  Ms. Mahar said $350,000.00 of the $363,469.00 amount is from School Choice/Charter Tuition.  This is the cost to the town to pay to educate Monson students to go to school somewhere else.

Association of Town Finance Committees notice for the 2-13 annual meeting on October 19, 2013 at Tri County Regional High School in Franklin from 9am-3pm.

Meetings Members have attended:

Mr. Finnegan attended the Long Range Capital Planning Meeting on August 15, 2013.

Review of what has been accomplished:

Trim at Quarry Hill and it was less than projected.

School Technology

Parks and Recreation mower

Quarry Hill playground

Energy Management on buildings

Items that still need to be done:

Pool dehumidifier

Quarry Hill oil tank needs to be removed

Fire Chief mentioned the need soon for new fire truck.

7:24pm Jeremy Bergstrom addressed Finance Committee about joining. He has lived in Monson for over a year his background is in Managing Power Plants, he does a lot of budget work and project management budgets.

Ms. O'Sullivan made a motion to appoint Mr. Bergstrom to the Finance Committee to the next Town Meeting; Ms. Edwards SECONDED the motion and all voted YES.

Updates from Ms. Mahar:

She said the Board of Selectmen is looking to set a date for a Town Meeting in early November.

Mr. Brayton asked Ms. Mahar if free cash had been certified yet, she said no.

New Town Hall/Police Department Building update:

Mr. Kaiser was not at the meeting to give an update but Ms. Mahar said that RDS Contractor was approved.

Memorial Hall Closing:  Mr. Pennington asked Ms. Mahar if she had any updates on the closing.  She said she did not but the Board of Selectmen's Office would.  

Voting for FY2013-2014 Finance Committee Chairperson and Vice Chairperson:

Nominations for Chairperson:

Mr. Margerison nominated Mr. Finnegan; Ms. O'Sullivan seconded nomination.

No other nominations made, all voted YES.

Mr. Robert Finnegan voted as Chairperson of the Finance Committee for FY 2013-2014.

Voting for FY2013-2014 Finance Committee Chairperson and Vice Chairperson:

Nominations for Vice Chairperson:

Mr. Margerison nominated Ms. Edwards; Mr. Fimognari seconded nomination.

No other nominations made, all voted YES.

Ms. Christine Edwards voted as Vice Chairperson of the Finance Committee for FY 2013-2014.

Open Session for topics:

Mr. Pennington said that he received a call from a reporter to discuss the bylaw vote at the last Town Meeting.  He also discussed an issue with the Finance Committee in Holland regarding a person on the committee being rejected because of no financial background. This decision was made by one person.  Mr. Pennington asked the Finance Committee as they move forward to the next year to remember the bylaws of the committee and to also remember what the people of the town voted for at the Town Meeting.  He said as  Finance Committee members it is our job to oversee and make recommendations to the town's people and they make the decision when they vote.  He said FinCom needs to be objective and ask questions.

Mr. Brayton said that he spoke with a member from the By-Law Committee and they are looking at making the Town Moderator the sole person to appoint Finance Committee members.

The next scheduled meeting of the Finance Committee is:

Monday, October 21, 2013 at 7:00pm.

The meeting was adjourned at pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda I. Payette, Administrative Assistant to the Finance Committee
